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systems of philosophy were produced, and sciences and arts
began to emerge from the narrow sphere of Chinese philo-
sophy and to be gradually permeated with the influences of
Western civilisation. The rise of Neo-Shintoism and the
study of the history of Japan prepared the minds of more
earnest thinkers to comprehend the real nature of the
essential constitution of the Empire. The usurpation of the
powers of the Government by the Shoguns was beginning
to be resented as an act of disloyalty and unrighteousness.
There slowly filtered throughout the country, from Naga-
saki, where the Dutch had their settlement before foreigners
were admitted to the country, not only a certain amount
of European science and literature, but also a knowledge of
Western constitutional Government and administration.
Thus the country was ripe for a great change when Com-
modore Perry arrived in 1853 with an American squadron,
and, by introducing the complications of foreign relations,
hastened the downfall of the Tokugawa Shogunate, which, as
we have seen, took place in 1868.

In order that the negotiations with Foreign Powers might
be carried on in a satisfactory manner, and also that men might
be trained who would be able to meet the new
conditions which were arising on account of the    education,
contact with foreigners, the Government of the
Shogun recognised the necessity of educating men in Euro-
pean languages and methods of organisation, and a school
was  instituted in Ycdo, with departments in English and
French.     This school  was the beginning of the modern
University of Tokyo.

After the Restoration of the Emperor to power he
announced that knowledge and learning would be sought
after throughout the whole world, in order that the status of
Japan might be raised ever higher and higher, and among
the many changes which took place in administration was
the beginning of a national system of education. In 1869
regulations relating to universities, middle schools, and
elementary schools were promulgated by Imperial decree.